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TOUR & TAXIS, AN URBAN EXPERIENCE UNIQUE IN 
BRUSSELS 

 
Located in the heart of the European capital, the site of Tour & Taxis is an ancient site 
covering more than 45 hectares, alongside the Brussels canal. Renovated by the 
Project T&T company in order to develop a mix of functions, it is today home to 
offices, shops and events areas. The three principal buildings, the Royal Warehouse, 
the Sheds and the Maritime Station, are characterised by their exceptional architecture, 
a legacy of their rich industrial past. A dynamic, living site, Tour & Taxis welcomes 
more than 700,000 visitors per year. Fortified by this success, Project T&T is pursuing 
its objective: to create a new district in Brussels.  
  
ONCE UPON A TIME  
 
Tour & Taxis owes its original name to the founders of the postal system, the Von 
Thurn und Tassis family. They used the marshy land alongside the port as pastures for 
their horses and organised the imperial post from Brussels, right up to the 18th century. 
 

 

Frans Von Tassis was behind the ‘horse post’ system, 
which operated a relay from town to town and which 
enabled his illustrious family to reign unchallenged over 
the postal system for 355 years. 
 

 
At the end of the 19th century, Belgium was classified amongst the five greatest 
economic powers in Europe. Trade and merchandise transit were intensifying in 
Brussels and to keep up with this, it became obvious that a new port would inevitably 
be required. Thanks to its exceptional position, the site of Tour & Taxis convinced the 
capital. Alongside the canal, leading to the city gates and very little populated, it was 
chosen for the maritime and rail installations.  
In 1910, around ten years after the port was inaugurated by King Leopold II, a series 
of prestigious buildings began operations: the Royal Warehouse with its dependent 
buildings and a maritime Station, built on the instructions of the SNCB, the Belgian 
Railway company. 
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This gigantic customs clearance and 
goods warehousing complex logically 
becomes the central hub for the transit of 
merchandise through the capital. 

 
 
During the sixties, Tour & Taxis saw its heyday, with more than 3,000 workers on the 
site. But just a few years later, it gradually loses its raison d’être with the opening of 
European customs centres. Once abandoned, the buildings gradually deteriorate and 
the entire site is eventually put up for sale. 
 
In 2001, following several unrealistic project proposals, which do not fit in with the 
existing district, Tour & Taxis gets its second life thanks to Project T&T. This joint 
venture between two real estate companies (Extensa, formerly Leasinvest, and 
Robelco) sets itself the objective of creating a new district for Brussels. So it starts 
with the renovation, development and management of Tour & Taxis. 
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THE ROYAL WAREHOUSE, EUROPA NOSTRA MEDAL  
 
Constructed between 1904 and 1906 according to plans drawn up by architect Ernest 
Van Humbeek, the Royal Warehouse was destined to become the storage area for 
merchandise under the control of the authorities. 
 

 

 
This example of functional architecture 
is characterised by its imposing façades, 
faced with brick and natural stone. The 
central section is decorated with the 
coats of arms of Belgian cities and 
provinces along with Mercury, the God 
of Trade. 
 
 

 
This building, with its exceptional architectural quality, benefited from the skills of the 
ARCHI2000 bureau and of Jan Van Lierde for its renovation. The result is stupendous 
and was honoured in 2008 by the conservation and redevelopment medal awarded by 
the Europa Nostra organisation. 
Covered by an immense glass roof, this 57,000 m² complex is traversed by a central 
walkway, previously a railway. 
  

Now renamed the ‘interior street’, the walkway 
brings together design shops, restaurants, a spa and 
various services. Several cultural exhibitions also 
take place here every year. 
 

 
 

The ‘lodges’ of the upper floors house offices, all currently occupied by some forty or 
so companies, and in which around 1,200 persons work. The Royal Warehouse is 
living once again, thanks to its new multi-functional activities and its architectural 
richness. 
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THE SHEDS, THE NUMBER ONE PLACE FOR EVENTS IN 
BRUSSELS 

 
 
With the benefit of the talents of architect Ernest Van Humbeek, the second building, 
known as ‘The Sheds’ because of its shark’s tooth roofing design, was constructed in 
1903-1904 on a site of more than 17,000 m². With loading bays running alongside, 
previously the stopping place for goods trains, this imposing building is covered by a 
self-supporting metallic framework, a technical feat unique in the world.  
 

Thanks to the glazed covering, 
the shark’s tooth roofing disperses  
natural light equally. 

 
 
This genuine masterpiece of civil engineering is today much sought after by events 
organisers. Of easy access thanks to their outstanding location, the Sheds are laid out 
as large, divisible halls enabling a multitude of configurations. 
 

 

Throughout the year, they welcome 
prestigious events such as the 
Antique Dealers Fair, the European 
Business Summit and the Brussels 
International Festival of Fantasy 
Film. 
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THE LARGEST MARITIME STATION IN EUROPE  
 
At the beginning of the 20th century, the SNCB (Belgian Railway Company), owner of 
part of the site, constructs a new merchandise station, closer to the port installations. 
At the time, this immense, 4 hectare complex, was destined for goods either for 
storage or in transit. 

 

Architects Constant Bosmans and 
Henri Vandevelde, who designed 
the Maritime Station, didn’t 
merely have size in mind. They 
also paid attention to the details, 
with wrought iron vegetal motifs. 

 

 

 

 
The rails themselves, still visible today, mark out this maritime station, considered as 
the largest in Europe. Now reconverted into an events area, it is home amongst others 
to the shows produced by Franco Dragone and the Brussels Circus School 
installations. 
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THE FUTURE OF TOUR & TAXIS TAKES SHAPE  
 
The success they achieved with the Royal Warehouse and the Sheds encouraged 
Project T&T to continue with the development of Tour & Taxis. Redeveloping the rest 
of the site remains the objective. The Agreement Protocol signed by the City and the 
Region of Brussels, established the Guiding Principles and was approved in July 2008. 
A planning permit request was also lodged with the City for the development of a 
sustainable city district. The permit is expected to be granted in June 2009. This 
ambitious development project is aiming to create a new district with residential 
accommodation, services and public infrastructures.  
The site will be laid out with three principal themes in mind: bringing life back to the 
heritage, sustainable communities, and water. 
The objective is to renovate the existing buildings, with respect for their own 
individual characters. As for the new buildings, they will create a sustainable 
community providing a pleasant living environment, with careful attention paid to 
both the ecology and to mobility. 
 

 

Large green areas, open to the 
public, will also form part of 
this district aiming to bring new 
life to its heritage. 
 

 
This new complex fits in perfectly with the development the Region advocates for the 
Brussels Canal: a park, a new bridge and residential accommodation alongside the 
water.  
Project T&T is passionate about this ambitious project and bringing it about in 
collaboration with the district, the City and the Brussels Region, along with various 
associations. 

*** 
 

A veritable catalogue of architecture and civil engineering, the Tour & Taxis site is an 
example of a successful rehabilitation. The existing heritage brings new life to the 
canal district by welcoming hundreds of thousands of visitors each year to prestigious 
events as well as to the shops and services of the Royal Warehouse. This masterpiece 
of the golden age of industrialisation is also the subject of one of the most ambitious 
real estate developments in Brussels.  
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SHOPS, SERVICES & SPA 
 

The interior street of the Royal Warehouse surmounts a former railway line which is 
still able to be admired today. Some 180 metres long, it encourages people to stroll 
along, discovering the various restaurants, shops and services of quality. This former 
palace to trade is therefore enjoying its second life. 

Zeïn – Hammam et salon de coiffure 
 
An authentic, traditional Turkish bath has 
taken its place in the Royal Warehouse and 
blended into the 19th century architecture. 
Zeïn takes its visitors on a voyage thanks to 
its total change of décor. Turkish bath, 
massages, beauty treatments and hairdressing 
are all available within various relaxation and 
well-being formulas. For a few moments, your 
mind and body take a break in a world of 
aromas and peace. 

 

Zein Oriental Spa 
Avenue du Port 86C, 1000 Bruxelles 
Tel : +32 424 35 22 
www.zeinorientalspa.be 

 
 

 
 
La Boutique Alimentaire 
 

 
 

 
 

La Boutique Alimentaire is dedicated to 
healthy eating, according to the seasons. 
The original formula enables you to make 
up your dish of the day and to choose 
from the delicious salads. The original 
sandwichess are perfect for a lighter meal 
and the desserts will enchant gourmets. 
With the option of eating in the restaurant 
or take-away, the Boutique also serves 
breakfast. 

 

La Boutique alimentaire 
Avenue du Port, 86c, 1000 Bruxelles 
Tel : +32 427 72 22 
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Chai & Bar  
 

  
 

 

Located in the Royal Warehouse since 2005, 
Chai & Bar is a unique concept dedicated to the 
pleasures of wine. With an exceptional stock of 
some 450 wines, Chai & Bar offers more than 
65,000 bottles stored at a constant temperature 
and originating from the best vineyards. The 
Tasting Bar enables the gréât wines to be tried at 
modest prices, and to help in choosing, the 
master of wine offers expert advice to wine 
lovers and connoisseurs. Chai & Bar without 
doubt represents the  most pleasant place in 
Brussels for buying  wine and champagne. 

 

Chai & Bar 
Avenue du Port 86C, 1000 Bruxelles 
+32 2 421 60 80 
www.chai-bar.be 

 
 
 
 
L’Atelier Yves Mattagne 
 
Created by Michelin star chef Yves Mattagne, l’Atelier 
Yves Mattagne offers courses in quality cuisine based 
on three formulas. Laid out flexibly and multi-
functionally in a magnificent 400 m² area, the 
Workshop also accommodates company celebrations 
and incentives. The bar is inviting, with its tapas 
prepared before your eyes at lunch time. The catering 
service enables dishes, prepared with care according to 
the Chef’s recipes, to be taken away. The Chef brings 
all of his passion to the various facets of contemporary 
cuisine and wishes to make everyone understand that to 
cook is to dream! 

 

L’Atelier Yves Mattagne 
Avenue du Port 86C, 1000 Bruxelles 
www.atelieryvesmattagne.com 
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L’Axess 
 

 
 

 

Comprising a restaurant, a bar and a club,  Axess 
innovatively blends various ambiances  within the 
same, 500 m² space. The restaurant offers mixed 
cuisine with a tendency towards the Asiatic, in a 
velvet atmosphere. After work soirées enable you 
to relax with some créative cocktails. At the 
weekend Axess is transformed into a club and 
organises mini-concerts, themed evenings and a 
variety of events. This new place of pleasure and 
emotion adds a chic and cosy touch to the Royal 
Warehouse.  

 

L’Axess 
Avenue du Port 86C, 1000 Bruxelles 
+32 420 44 21 
www.laxess.be 
 

 
 
 
 
Fresh Mama 
 
Fresh Mama represents a universe dedicated 
to fruit and vegetables and to eating them. 
The objective of this new concept is to 
enable you to discover the pleasures of, and 
give you the desire to eat, the treasures 
offered by Mother Nature, season after 
season. From the little market you can fill 
up with bulk and ready to cook products. 
The restaurant offers market cuisine, 
prepared by Chef Yves Mattagne, and the 
catering service is available for all private 
and professional events. 

 

Fresh Mama 
Avenue du Port 86C, 1000 Bruxelles 
www.freshmama.com  
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Tasso 
 
The Tasso restaurant is characterised both by 
its intimate and luxurious ambiance and by 
its gastronomic menu. The élégant interior 
juxtaposes black and white, and effortlessly 
combines the western and Arab cultures. The 
Tasso is recognised for its careful choices in 
the areas of the technical and of materials: 
white leather adorning the pillars and the 
30,000 wooden pears sprinkled across the 
ceiling. The menu, inspired by French 
cuisine, puts the emphasis on quality 
ingredients. For special occasions, the 
restaurant can be completely reserved.  

 
Tasso 
Avenue du Port 86C, 1000 Bruxelles 
+32 427 74 27 
www.tassobxl.be 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Avant-Port  
 

 

 

Located in the Royal Warehouse since 
the beginning of its renovation, the 
Avant-Port shop offers a collection of 
quality garden furniture and décorative 
objects. The aim is to make the house 
and the terrace a place for relaxation, 
meeting people and well-being. 

 

Avant-Port 
Avenue du Port 86C, 1000 Bruxelles 
+32 427 46 66 
www.avant-port.be 
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Brafa  
 
 

 
 

 

The Brussels Antiques and Fine Arts Fair is 
one of the most prestigious antique dealers 
fairs in the world. Organised every year at 
Tour & Taxis, this international évent brings 
together more than 130 exhibitors from sectors 
as varied as paintings, furniture, objets d’art, 
silver, jewels, primitive arts, sculpture… A 
short while ago the organising company set up 
its offices in the Royal Warehouse. It takes 
care of the organisation of BRAFA and also 
puts  on temporary exhibitions throughout the 
year. 

 

Brafa 
Avenue du Port 86C, 1000 Bruxelles 
+ 32 513 48 31 
www.brafa.be 

 
 
 
 
 
ING 
 
The ING Bank has located a branch in the 
Royal Warehouse so that clients and non-
clients can have the benefit of banking 
services. With professional assistance 
from advisors, and cash machines (ING 
Self’Bank), the ING agency takes its place 
quite naturally among the shops, events 
and offices of Tour & Taxis.  

ING 
Avenue du Port 86C, 1000 Bruxelles 
+32 423 09 10 
www.ing.be 
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Pami 
 

 

 

The main objective of Pami is to create elating and 
stimulating environments to improve satisfaction 
and efficiency at work. This shop thus offers a 
range of design furniture for house and office. A 
top designer and manufacturer, Pami supplies high 
quality at competitive prices. Clients appreciate 
the ergonomic and contemporary design, 
responding to the strictest norms and respecting 
the environment. 

 

Pami 
Avenue du Port 86C, 1000 Bruxelles 
+32 2 475 22 40 
www.pami.be 

 
 
 
 
 
Touring Assurances 
 
Forming part of the AXA group, Touring 
Assurances offers car, motor bike, house and 
family insurance. Its leitmotif can be summed up 
in four words: economy, facility, rapidity and 
reliability. Offering the best guarantees and 
substantial savings, Touring Assurances 
provides a rapid and permanent, 24 hour, 7 day 
service. 

 

Touring Assurances 
Avenue du Port 86C, 1000 Bruxelles 
+32 505 66 00 
www.touring-assurances.be 
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HOW TO FIND TOUR & TAXIS  

 
Tour & Taxis is located in the heart of Brussels, just a few minutes from the 
Grand-Place and the Arts district.  

With its own large car park for both cars and buses, the site is open to the public 
and easily accessible by public transport (www.stib.be). 

Entrance to the Royal Warehouse is free and enables visitors to stroll through the 
interior and admire the architecture. 

Guided tours are also organised by ‘La Fonderie’ to enable the history of Tour & 
Taxis to be discovered (www.lafonderie.be). 

Located on an interesting itinerary between Brussels Grand-Place and the 
Atomium, Tour & Taxis invites you to discover it through an enjoyable, relaxing 
walk. 
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EVENTS AGENDA 2009 
 

October 

Horeca Life                                                                                  4/10/2009 – 6/10/2009   

Marketing First                                                                                             22-10-2009 

Finance Avenue      31/10/2009  

Bradexpo                                                                                  31/10/2009 – 01/11/2009  
      

November 

Artisanart                                                                                     6/11/2009 – 8/11/2009 

United Artists Fair                                                                 13-11-2009 – 22-11-2009 

VSK Belgium                                                                           19/11/2009 – 21/11/2009 

SIEP show                                                                                27/11/2009 – 28/11/2009  

 

December  

BTExpo                                                                                      9/12/2009 – 10/12/2009 

Winter Wonderland                                                               11-12-2009 – 13-12-2009 

 

January 2010 

Brussels Antiques & Fine Arts Fair                                      22/01/2010 – 31/01/2010      
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CONTACTS 

 
 
 

·  Tour & Taxis 
Project T&T 
Avenue du Port 86C, 
1000 Bruxelles 
Tél: +32 2 420 60 69 
Fax : +32 2 424 22 98 
www.tour-taxis.com 
tt@tour-taxis.com  

 
 

 

·  Olivier Kempen 
Hospitality & Facility Manager 
Tél: +32 2 420 60 69 
Fax: +32 2 424 22 98 
GSM: +32 473 11 65 00  
Mail: olivier.kempen@tour-taxis.com  
 


